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Q Does the President plan to see Mr. Pabib back 
from Paris? 

HR. CHRISTIAN• There is nothin? on the schedule right 

now. 

0 Does the latest enemy shelling of the DJIZ constitute 

a pattern? 


HP. CHRISTIAN: The Secretary of Defense was asked that 
sane question or conmented on that sane question yesterday. I 
don’t have anything later to report to you. 

0 You were quoted by the Associated Pres3 last night 
as havina said something about Mr. Clifford's presentation. Wiat 
did you have to 3ay, rather than me quoting it? 

HP. CHRISTIAN: On Secretary Clifford's total n ws 
conference? 

O Yea. You were asked whether he was speaking for the 
Administration and the AP quoted you as saying he had spoken of 
his own views. 

HR. CHRISTIAN: I think that as in the case of news 
conferences of various government officials , he answered questions 
for some 40 or 45 minutes and of course sooke his own judgments 
on various issues. I don't necessarily have any comment on it 
at all. 


Q To put it another way, from Saigon today, there 
are reports from South Vietnamese officials assuming he is 
sneaking as the official spokesman of the President. Is he? 

The government officials considered the Secretary of Defense 
as speaking for the President. 

fP>. CHRISTIAN: Mx. Clifford is the Secretary of Defense. 
He had a news conference. He answered questions. Put I don't 
have any comment particularly on any of the questions he answered. 

Q What is the President's view of going to the 
negotiating table without the South Vietnamese in Paris? 

HR. CHRISTIAN? I don't have anything to report to you 

on it. 

Q Could I try one other one? The Secretary, in his 
conference yesterday, had a little bit of a problem answering one 
question. When he was asked whether or not it was a correct 
interpretation of his remarks and position that Saigon has 
sabotaned double-crossed the U.S. agreement with Hanoi on peace 
talks he wanted to know if there were any other alternatives. He 
was told Those are the only two I have* . Can you tell us whether 
either of those alternatives are valid in your view? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I would not want to use terms like 
that. I have been approached on those terms previously 
by you folks. I don't think I would get into that sort 
of characterization. _ . „ 
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0 Would you give us a tern? 

HR. CHRISTIAN: No. 

Q What is the status of the administration 1 a 
position on negotiations now? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: I think it is pretty nuch as various 
I "officials have said over the last week or so. I think Mr. 

I ~--~rr , in Paris,'stated it on November 5 when he said that 

j as soon as the date for the first meeting is decided it will 
| be announced promptly. Ee said that we were continuing to 
| consult with the Republic of Vietnam, the South Vietnamese, 

I on the matter and that we are hopeful that the delegation 
! will arrive in the near future. 


That is paraphrasing Mr. Jordan - * words. I think 
that has been pretty much the situation since. That date is 
when Mr. Jorder. announced that the meeting of November 6 
would be postponed. 


Q Except now Secretary Clifford has introduced 
a new idea. 

MR. CHRISTIAN: There have been several other 
statements made by American officials. You asked me what the 
situation is. It has been about the same since Mr. Jorden 
announced the postponement. 


Q Why will you not say whether Mr. Clifford's 
j remarks do or do not represent the President's views? It 
is a simple question. 

| MR. CHRISTIAN: I will give you a simple answer. 

I am not going to comment specifically on all of Mr. Clifford's 
; new conference. Mr. Clifford answered a number of questions 
at the news conference. Ke expressed his judgments on these 
questions. I just don't want to get into the practice of 
) comm enting on all these matters. 

Q He is the Secretary of Defense. Is it your 
intention to leave the implication that somehow he is not 
speaking for the administration? 

< MR. CHRISTIAN: I am not leaving any kind of 

implication. 

i 

Q Is it fair to say his narrative of the events 
and detailing the negotiations with South Viet nam is an 
accurate one? 


MR. CHRISTIAN: The narrative of the events? 


0 Yes, the narrative of the events he detailed 
in the press conference. 
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MS. CHRISTIAN: I think the narrative has been 
, expressed to you by hits and other people ( Mr. Rostov and 
i others on background. Mr. Rostov was on television Sunday. 

I I don't have anything to add or subtract from the narratives 
j that have been given you as far as the events go. 

j Q The information as to South Vie tnam 's government 

said today that President Thieu had never agreed to the Paris 
J talks on a bombing halt. Is that correct? 

HR. CHRISTIAN: I think the situation during that 
period has been very amply detailed here in Washington and 
elsewhere during the last week or two. I don't want to get 
into it. It has all been given to you. 

0 Is the President pleased or displeased with 
Secretary Clifford's presentation? 

) MR. CHRISTIAN: The President has not expressed 

j himself to me in such terms. I don't like to reflect some¬ 
thing I have not discussed with the President. 

! 0 If you will not comment on the whole of Mr. 

I Clifford's presentation, would you comment on certain particular 
| aspects, such as his implication or suggestion that this 
administration might go ahead with the Paris talks without 
| the South Vietnamese if necessary and engage the North Vietnamese 

j in purely military aspects of the war? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: Mr. Clifford expressed his judgments 
as the civilian head of the military. I have said that I am 
not going to comment on the general questions and answers that 
he gave. I don't really think I should. 

Q Could'you tell us if he expressed that view 
in his briefing Monday with the President-elect? Did he 
suggest that this is a possible course? 

I 

j HR. CHRISTIAN: You would have to ask Mr. Clifford 

! what he expressed to the President-elect and his people. I 
don't know of any discussions along those lines. 

• 0 Are there any encouraging signs out of Saigon 

that some kind of agreement nay be reached in the near future? 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I think I would have to repeat what 
I have said several times and what other people have said, that 
we are certainly hopeful that this matter will be resolved 
along the lines of the President's speech on October 31. 

t 

Q George, is it possible that Mr. Clifford took 
a harder line yesterday than the President would like to see 
him take? 
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MR. CHRISTIAN i I would not try to draw conclusions 
along that line. Mr. Clifford had a news conference. Every¬ 
body had the opportunity to question on M n views on 
these things. I don't thin* it is proper for me, the Press 
Secretory, to just go over and re-debate with the press all 
the points that were discussed between Mr. Clifford and the 
press. 


I have never done it before and I don't intend to 
8 tart now. I am not trying to evade questions, but I don't 
think that is the thing to do. 

Q Since we are trying to clear the air and are not 
i getting very far, could we go on background and ask you to 
clarify for us whether or not the Secretary of Defense was 
trying to express the President's views? 

MR. CHRISTIANS No, I am not going on background. 

Q 'We seem to be getting from you,and maybe you 
don't 'mean it, that Clifford went further than the President 
wanted him to go. Perhaps the report we put out will be 
inaccurate. 

j 

; MR. CHRISTIANS You had every opportunity to ask Mr. 

Clifford anything you wanted to ask him and he responded 
j quite forthrightly to every question as other American 

officials have done. Secretary Rusk did the same in his news 
conference and so did Mr. Rostow in the television interview. 

t 

Q But you won't say. 

MR. CHRISTIAN: I am not commenting on these press 
conferences. 

Q He are asking if you will stand behind what 

they said. 

; MR. CHRISTIAN: He will let Mr. Clifford's news 

« conference stand as his news conference, the same as Secretary 
Rusk's news conference and Mr. Rostow's statement on television. 
I am not getting into the business of seeking differences. 

I frankly don't see much basic difference in any of the 
statements American officials have made on this subject. 

Everybody has his individual viewpoints, but I don't 
see any basic differences in any of these public statements 
that have been made, if that helps you any. 

Q George, in view of the high priority, indeed, 
the absolute necessity that the White Bouse passed upon 
Saigon participating in the expanded talks if they are to be 
productive, is it, in the White House view, even feasible 
that the talks could start go on for soma period at least 
without Saigon represented? 
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i MR. CHRISTIAN: Without getting into a discussion 

of semantics, I think if you read Secretary Clifford's news 
conference yesterday ha pointed out quite clearly that you 
cannot have a political settlement without South Vietnam’s 
participation. That has been the view of this country all 
i along, all through the Paris talks and before. Nothing he 
said yesterday changed that at all. 

0 George, could I go to a different angle of 
this problem, not having to do with Secretary Clifford? The 
* gradual de-escalation publicly of the differences between 
Saigon and Washington, do we have now some encouragement 
about the Saigon problem? Does it appear that they are 
getting into a position where they can logically , and 
domestically over there, cone to the peace table, assuming 
that they want to? 

MR. CHRISTIAN : I simply cannot accurately assess 
that for you today. I don’t know. 

Q George, in President Johnson's view, what basic 
risks does Saigon run in refusing to show up at the Paris 
table? 

MR. CHRISTIANi Let me just put it this wayi The 
President, I thought, vary completely detailed this whole matter 
on October 31. I don't sea that I should get into any discussion 
of risks or anything else. The President laid out the position 
of the country, his hopes for productive, substantive talks, 
and thus far there have not been any of the meetings which 
were anticipated at that time. 

We continue to hope that at the earliest possible 
time these talks will proceed on the basis that tho President 
discussed on October 31. 

Q George, is there anv expectation that on 
Wednesday of next week when the talks are scheduled to take 
place, that they will take place without the South Vietnamese 
Government? 

MR. CHRISTIAN! I would not want to speculate on 
that situation. 

THE PRESSs Thank you. 

END (AT 11:35 A.M. EST) 
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